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Rehab, Revitalization and Renewal:
Loving Houses and Neighborhoods Back to Life
“I have property to donate to Habitat.”
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Our phone and email messages are full of offers of
property donations. We are blessed with donations of
homes and vacant property from the cities of Waukegan,
Zion and North Chicago. Individuals and banks also
donate property to support our mission of providing
affordable homeownership to low-income families.
In 2013 we started a steep learning curve to become
efficient and effective in our rehab work. We added
subcontractors for testing lead, asbestos, mold and
radon. We became best friends with Perma-Seal to
repair basement leaks. We scratched our heads and
solved specific problems in older homes, like sagging
floors and non-standard window openings.
Our mighty Habiholics adopted four rehabs. This
Wednesday crew of friendly, helpful volunteers (many
retired) jumped in, along with corporate crews, the
families and other volunteers, to fix, patch, paint and
joyously love older homes back into life. How can you
help us rehab more homes more quickly?
A beautiful home on Park Avenue, built in the early
1920s, was a lot of work! Ted and Brian designed simple
changes to enhance the floor plan to today’s living

standards. We added energy-efficiency features and
installed new siding and flooring and painted. Outside,
we repaired porches, walks and landscape. What a
beautiful house!
On the north side of Waukegan three “garden homes:”
on Cheyenne, Sequoit and Delaware and a raised ranch
in South Waukegan were in fairly good shape. After
structural and mechanical repairs, volunteers made
them like new!
We moved to Winthrop Harbor to upgrade a spilt level on
Alton Court. The rehabs are bringing us to new places.
Neighbors are friendly and happy that vacant homes will
have new owners.
After razing blighted houses we built five new homes this
year on scattered sites. In Waukegan, we removed
eyesores, and new homes rose up on Melrose, Brookside,
Catalpa and Lenox. We built a new house in Zion. Can
you sponsor a full house in 2014 and help us build it?
We repaired three owner-occupied homes with our
Neighborhood Revitalization Initiative to serve
non-Habitat families who need help. Families are
waiting for repairs now. Can you help with our
repair program?

ANNUAL
CELEBRATION
Friday, Feb. 21, 2014
6 p.m.–8:30 p.m.
First Presbyterian
Church
Maple and Douglas
in Libertyville
Bring a dish to
pass. Habitat will
provide chicken
and beverages.

222 Park with siding
almost complete

Fireplace at 222 Park

Lenox before demolition

Lenox after new house built

In 2013 we rehabbed four homes, built five new homes and repaired three homes.

Thank You: 2013 House Sponsors: Baxter,
Building on Faith, New Trier High School,
United Stationers, Glencoe Interfaith Builders,
Aon Hewitt and CDW.

Survey, North American Title, Libertyville Bank
and Trust, the City of Waukegan, the City of Zion,
the AmeriCorps program and all who contributed
time, talent, services, discounts and other support.

Thank You: Ongoing partners for materials and
service donations and discounts: Schneider Electric,
Whirlpool, Dow, Hunter Douglas, Valspar, Benton
Lumber, J. Hershey Architecture, Northern Illinois

Thank You: Sponsors of the Neighborhood
Revitalization Initiative, including CITI, Valspar
and Dow.
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A Word From the Executive Director
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“They will rebuild the ancient ruins and restore
the places long devastated;
They will renew the ruined cities that have been
devastated for generations.
And you will be named ministers of our God.
All who see them will acknowledge that they
are a people the LORD has blessed.”

Cassie Bertke
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Tim Ammons
Pam Clarke

Rebuild.
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Edgar Lara
Erin Glover
Ted Ramai
Brian Jozwiak
Paul Mason
Kevin Zeng
Corey Flowers

As we accept old houses and vacant lots, I think of the people whose lives touched
that property. I wonder who lived in the houses. I respect the hands that built the
old houses. I am sad when we have to take a house down. I see the potential in
houses to be rehabbed.
I give thanks to God for the gift of the land; from His hands. I thank Him for the
trees that become the lumber, the sand and water that becomes glass, the iron that
becomes the steel beam and the gravel that becomes the shingles; from His hands.

Mission
Seeking to put God’s love into action, Habitat for Humanity Lake County
brings people together to build homes, communities and hope.

I am thrilled as volunteers clean and clear and rebuild and patch and paint the
older homes. As they work, they talk and laugh. Over lunch, they share stories.
At the end of the day, they stand back and pat themselves on the back for a job
well done. Every day, volunteers slowly love houses back to life.

Welcome Habitat Staff

As we meet new Habitat Partner Families who will live in our houses, I see their
hesitation; thinking that our program may not be real and that they will be hurt
again. I hear their apprehension over their ability to pay for their house for so
many years.

Our affiliate gets better every day. Our new staff members fit right in
and are making a difference.
Eunice Bridges: Her experience in working with
several non-profits and government agencies, coupled
with her keen understanding and tough love, is just
the right combination. Eunice coordinates our Family
Selection program and our Family Education and
Eunice Bridges, Support program. Her quick humor and open spirit
Family Services make her fit in well with our team.
Coordinator

Erin Glover,
Cashier/Office
Coordinator

Tim Biondo,
Marketing
Manager

Bob Onan,
ReStore Floor
Manager

— Isaiah 61:4-9

Julie Donovan

I celebrate when, after completing our classes, families report proudly that they
have a bank account – with money in the bank. And that they paid all their debt.
And that their credit score went up. I love hearing them talk about their future, with
plans to go to school or open a business. Or to move forward with a dream now
that their housing situation is secure.
I especially love riding through the neighborhoods at night after the families
move in.

Erin Glover: You’ll find Erin behind the register
as she merrily rings up your great finds at our great
prices. Highly efficient, Erin keeps the paperwork
flowing in our busy store. Persistence pays off. As
a volunteer for several years, Erin did a variety of
jobs with us; now she's on our staff!

I get a little teary seeing lights on inside and chairs on the porches. I smile
passing houses decorated for the holidays. I celebrate that old neighborhoods filled
with old houses are renewed through this work God allows us to do together. I
sigh with contentment knowing this new generation will love their homes and
always remember their blessing is from God.
I thank you for your support in rebuilding cities devastated by the economy and
lack of hope. With your financial, volunteer and professional support, we are
honored to be God’s hands and feet rebuilding communities that need it most.
With your prayer and your kindness, we are God’s heart in the neighborhoods
that need His presence more than ever.

Tim Biondo: Tim’s energy and enthusiasm shows
as he shares our mission and welcomes businesses
and residents to support both our home building
goals and our ReStore. You can volunteer for Tim’s
team if you enjoy visiting businesses, organizations
and people to develop relationships.

Please help bring more houses back to life today. Bring the Lord to the
communities. Be generous in your support this holiday season. Be hope to
families and neighborhoods that need His love.
Rebuilding Homes. Rebuilding Community. Rebuilding Hope.

Bob Onan: With years of experience in building
and remodeling and as a ReStore customer,
Bob knows building products and loves helping
customers find solutions. Bob transformed
departments to help customers find what they
need quickly and safely. His quirky humor makes
the ReStore fun, and he even promotes us on his
radio show. You are missing out on a great time if
you are not volunteering for his team. You’ll get
a lot done and see all the cool stuff right away.

Welcome AmeriCorps/VISTA Members
Join us in welcoming the inspiring young people who serve our community
through the AmeriCorps/VISTA program. This national program offers members
a year-long opportunity to serve America, along with a small living allowance,
which brings them to an appreciation of the reality of living in poverty. They
receive an education award of more than $5,000 upon completion of their
service. You can thank them for their service as you meet them this year.

Our future is bright with opportunities.
We welcome you to step forward with us.
Subscribe to the HFH Lake County E-Builder to stay
informed through cassie@habitatlc.org.
Anna Osornio,
VISTA
Development
Coordinator

Sign on today to www.AdvocateWithHabitat.org.
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Paul Mason,
AmeriCorps
Crew Leader

Kevin Zeng,
AmeriCorps
Crew Leader

Corey Flowers,
AmeriCorps
Crew Leader

Habitat for Huma

Celebrating 25 Yea
1989

1992

1990

Founded – voted ourselves into existence
Incorporated, affiliate with HFHI,
opened office

1992

First house built at 2024 Wallace,
North Chicago
First Dedication, January 1991

First ReStore sale at Lorrell raised $3,168

First sponsored homes
Homebuilders Association of Lake County
Circle of Twelve Churches

2006
2003

First Subdivision at
Carter Woods – 23 homes
2003–2006

2007

Gurnee ReStore opened at 3545 Grand

Second Subdivision at
Carter Crossing – 33 homes
2007–2011

BY THE NUMBERS
United States
Philippines

2009

First LEED
1657 W. 11th Co

= 179 families
= 273 families

616
1,0

Families Served Worldwide = 452 families 1,70

Building Homes. Building Community. Building Hope.

You make dreams come true. You impr
YOUR DONATION M

Than
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anity Lake County

ars | 1989–2014
1998
1993
1999

1994

First paid staff – Julie Donovan

D house at
ourt, Waukegan

Construction warehouse opened
on Genesee at North Shore Printers

First HUD grant funds homes

2011

10th anniversary – built 10 homes
Blitzed 1 home in 10 days

2014
2012

Goals:
Rehab houses = 9
New houses = 4
NRI repairs = 20
ReStore raises = $725,000

8 Weatherization homes with Exelon
Second and third LEED homes in Waukegan

Rehab property donations grew
Neighborhood Revitalization Initiative homes:
3 Weatherization and 5 A Brush With Kindness

6 people
93 people

09 people in Habitat houses 365 nights a year!

We invite you to serve more families with Habitat

rove entire communities. You bring hope.
AKES A DIFFERENCE

nk you!
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Imagine
Imagine the house across the street from you is vacant – and boarded up.
Imagine the house down the street is vacant with overgrown grass and trash flying.
Imagine the house next to you has people squatting inside because it is vacant.
Imagine people lighting fires to stay warm in the vacant house right next to you.
Would you sit still? No, you would do something.
Vandals broke into a foreclosed house donated to Habitat causing a serious gas leak. Neighbors were evacuated. For over two hours, professionals
monitored the situation from the Fire and Police Departments, NorthShore Gas, ComED, and city Building and Water Departments, along with
Habitat leadership. This break-in created a significant financial drain on everyone involved. What a waste.

We have available:
• 5 vacant houses – need 5 sponsors
• 7 vacant lots – need 7 sponsors
• 12 Partner Families approved – doing sweat equity – waiting for assignment to an address
• 3 AmeriCorps members ready to serve and volunteers ready to build

How can YOU help?
• Environmental testing: Donate testing for lead, asbestos, mold and radon services or funds to cover these services
• Foundation, drainage, dirt, trucking: Donate services to repair basements, crawl spaces, drainage, concrete and
trucking or funds to cover this work
• Mechanical systems: Donate your skilled time and warranty to provide electric, plumbing, HVAC or other skills
• Carpentry: Donate your skills and provide roofing, siding, window frame-outs, insulation, drywall and trim
• Flooring: Donate labor and materials for tile, laminate, carpet or refinish a hardwood floor
• Volunteer labor: Donate your time to paint, clean, repair and love a home back to life

Cold hard cash!
• For $50,000, you can sponsor a rehab house.
• For $125,000, you can sponsor a new home on a site where we razed a dilapidated house.

Fast Facts
• 3rd highest state in number of foreclosures = Illinois
• 4th highest county in Illinois in foreclosures = Lake County
•	7th highest city in number of foreclosures
in Illinois = Waukegan
• 1,500 vacant homes in Waukegan

• Fireplace in rehab house

• 250 vacant homes in North Chicago

• Stairway in rehab house

• 750 vacant homes in Zion

• 1 416 Melrose before tear
down and after new house
is built

Imagine
• A neighborhood of beautiful, rehabbed and new homes with hard-working
Habitat homeowners who helped build or rehab their own home
• A community made stronger through the influx of caring people and donations
• Homeowners filled with hope because YOU care

Don’t wait. Habitat needs YOU and your energy,
passion and support.
Contact: info@habitatlc.org, 847-623-1020
or www.habitatlc.org.

BUILDING HOMES. BUILDING COMMUNITY. BUILDING HOPE.
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How many toilets does it take to
build a Habitat house?
… or doors … or windows … or Jacuzzis?
Jacuzzis? Does Habitat put Jacuzzis into their homes?
Of course not. But your product donations build and rehab homes when
customers buy our great items at low prices. Last year your support brought
$296,781 to our affiliate so families could move into homes.
Even better, sales of $667,238 means at least 867,409 tons were diverted from
the landfill.

Why should I donate, shop and volunteer at the ReStore?
• Tax donation
• Great bargains
•	Great workout when
you volunteer
• Money-saving coupons

• Drop-off or pick-up
• Save landfill space
• More Habitat houses
for families

Your Car = Habitat House
Donate your car, truck, boat, RV
or motorcycle and help local
families have a decent place to
call home. Your tax deductible
donation is quick and easy.
Within days of your email or call,
your vehicle will be picked up
and the paperwork completed.
Call toll-free:
1-877-277-HFHI (4344)
or visit
www.carsforhomes.org.

Visit www.habitatlc.org/restore to sign up for our E-Builder. Get weekly sales, coupons and how-to ideas!

DONATE. SHOP. VOLUNTEER. You’ll be glad you did.

Jacuzzi

Location:
ReStore Hours:
Donations:

Nightstand

Parvin

3545 Grand Avenue, Gurnee (¼ mile east of Route 41 on the south side of Grand Avenue)
Tuesday–Friday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Saturday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Call 847-249-3160 or visit www.habitatlc.org for drop-off info. We have limited pickup service.

315 N. Martin Luther King Jr. Ave.
Waukegan, IL 60085
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Address Correction Requested

Subscribe to the HFH
Lake County E-Builder
• Save paper, save money and go green –
remove your name from our print newsletter.
• Subscribe to our E-Builder and receive our
news throughout the year.
• Become a fan on Facebook and see what
we’re up to day-to-day.
• Contact cassie@habitatlc.org TODAY!

130598

