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20th Anniversary –

20 Days of LEED Building and a Green Block Party
To celebrate our 20th anniversary we decided that a gala
just wouldn’t do. Why dress up when you can put on
your construction duds and have fun? And why build just
any house — why not build a LEED-certified house?
And why build a house over a year — why not build a
house in 20 days? What were we thinking?
We were thinking that after 20 years of “doing Habitat”
we couldn’t just do the same old thing. We were thinking
that we needed to challenge ourselves and push past
another limit. We were thinking we needed to celebrate
in a different way.
From July 6th through July 25th a dedicated corps of
volunteers joined our amazing construction leaders,
regulars and AmeriCorps members to build our new
design. It was hot out and hard to build, but we did it.

Annual
Celebration
Friday, Feb. 12, 2009
6:00 – 8:30 p.m.
First Presbyterian
Church
Maple and Douglas
in Libertyville
Please bring
a dish to pass.
Habitat will
provide chicken
and beverages.

The house design maximizes the best use of light and air
flow. Nearby sources provided materials to reduce the
amount of energy needed to move the materials. We
combed our scrap pile to minimize waste. The building
envelope is very tight to keep heat and cold in the right
places. Green materials and techniques include: a metal
roof, blown insulation, high-efficiency windows, highefficiency furnace, dual-flush toilet, low-flow faucets,
recycled carpet, bamboo floor, permeable pavers, native
plantings and more.
THANK YOU to the House Sponsors: Exelon, the
County of Lake, Underwriters Laboratories,
United Stationers, Fifth Third Bank, North Shore
Trust and Savings and Pepsico.
THANK YOU to our ongoing partners for materials
and service discounts and donations: Schneider
Electric/Square D, Whirlpool, Dow, Hunter Douglas,
Valspar, Richard’s Building Supply, McKinney Steel,
Fiore Landscape, Ambius, Manhard Consultants,
J. Hershey Architecture, Bleck Engineering, North
American Title, Libertyville Bank and Trust,
the AmeriCorps program and all who contributed time,
talent, services, discounts and other support.
A street full of people shouted “Oyee” and tears flowed
as Lateashia and her family read a poem of thanks at the
dedication. Shirley Hart, our first homeowner, joined Jim
Donovan, a founder, Greg Thompson, board president,
and Chris Donovan who grew up with Habitat, in
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dedicating the house as
over a hundred hands lay
on the house in blessing.
Burgers and dogs and
fruit kabobs and veggies
preceded cake and
“green games.” The
drum line from the
STARS program brought
excitement into the air.
Then, while adults
enjoyed the Latinos
Unidos dances and the
Praise Dance by Sylvia
Sims Hanna and her
Lateashia and Imari
team, the kids played
at groundbreaking
double-Dutch, created
masterpieces with sidewalk chalk, tossed water balloons,
aimed for bozo buckets and had a great time. We thank
our partners Cartridge World, Underwriters, the
Waukegan Fire Department and the City of Waukegan
for supplying games and activities for the party!
As 2009 draws to a close we celebrate a great year of
building by thousands of volunteers. We especially thank
this year’s sponsors: Thrivent Builds Homes, Youth
United/CDW/Schneider Electric, Glencoe Interfaith
Builders, Building on Faith/Citigroup Foundation,
GreekBuild/Hewitt, Baxter, and New Trier High
School.
We hope you will continue to support us in 2010.
We appreciate your volunteer support, and of
course, we need your prayers. We most definitely
need your financial support.

Hands on LEED house
at dedication
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“As the rain and the snow come down from heaven,
and do not return until they have watered the earth,
making it blossom and bear fruit,
and give seed to the sowing and bread to eat,
So shall the word that comes from my mouth prevail;
It shall not return to me empty, without accomplishing my purpose,
or succeeding in the task I gave it.”


Isaiah 55:10–11

What words shall I say?

Habitat Builder

As a cup half-full kind of person, I want to say all good
things to you this year. I want to tell you I sleep better
knowing that Bertha and her children no longer live with
water pouring on their heads as they sleep – because they
moved into their new Habitat home.

Writers/Editors
Julie Donovan, Cassie Bertke
Layout	Graphic Design Services
Newsletter designed, proofread by Abbott’s Creative Network

Mission
Habitat for Humanity Lake County is a Christian housing ministry which welcomes
all people dedicated to building decent, affordable housing for families in need, while
empowering families to help themselves. HFHLC builds partnerships with diverse
members of the community which breaks down the walls that divide and builds a sense
of community among all people. HFHLC seeks to make safe, simple, decent housing
for all people a matter of conscience and action.

I want to share with you the absolute excitement the GreekBuild students
share every time they build and how uplifting their presence is to me and to
our organization. They show me a future that is good.
I have to tell you the joy I feel knowing Laryessa is doing so well in school
as she continues her education, jump-started by completing the Habitat
Education Program as part of her sweat equity.

Build Louder and the Neighborhood
Revitalization Initiative

It is important that I tell you how proud I am of our construction folks for
the amazing job they did building the LEED house. Ted learned so much
about energy-efficient building, and Randy and Brian and Jon and Jake
made it happen with tons of volunteers in our Blitz Build, with Cassie
coordinating a small army of volunteers.

For over 20 years we have shared and spread the vision of Habitat for
Humanity International to “eliminate poverty housing from the face of
the earth.” After industriously building 128 homes in Lake County and
another 242 homes in the Philippines, we are proud of our work. As we
step eagerly into our next 20 years we will continue to build new homes
here and overseas through our tithes. We have made a dent.

I have to share how much pleasure I take in Tim and Tom and Pam at the
ReStore encouraging and inviting volunteers to do the hard work of lugging
stuff around so we can raise money to build more houses.

And we will do more.
To best serve housing needs both locally and internationally we are
joining Habitat for Humanity’s Neighborhood Revitalization Initiative
to serve more families. Strategies include adding several elements to
our toolbox:

And here comes the hard part.
I need to ask you for money. We need your support now to keep serving
families. We simply cannot start any more homes until we have funds.
We need your support today.

• Weatherization – With Exelon, we are piloting a program to
weatherize four HFH homes, including testing to evaluate energysaving results. Future projects may include additional homes so
families can decrease their energy bills.

Like Isaiah, I trust that my word to you today will not return empty.

• A Brush With Kindness – We will begin small exterior repair
projects on homes to help preserve existing affordable housing stock
using donations and volunteers.

I know that you will find a way to send a donation so that our work will
flourish. You will send funds so Shelah and Asa can start their house and so
our construction folks will continue to work. God will provide. Through you.

• Energy and Sustainability Education – We are adding energyefficiency and home maintenance components to our programs for
all families and for volunteers.

You will not leave us empty and your generosity and goodness will allow us to
accomplish our task of Building Homes, Building Community, Building Lives.

• Advocacy – We will increasingly build louder and make
some noise to educate ourselves, the public, our legislators and
world leaders to show that every single person on this earth
deserves at least a simple, decent, healthy, affordable place to live.

Kind regards,

Welcome AmeriCorps Members
Please join us in a hearty welcome to Jack
Waddle, Jim Girardo and Mike Koebel, our
new AmeriCorps members for 2009–2010.
AmeriCorps is a national program of service
and we are honored to be blessed with three
great people who will serve with us for
11 months as crew leaders. They receive only
a small living allowance but provide great
service to our organization!

Our future is bright with opportunities.
We welcome you to step forward with us.
Subscribe to the HFH Lake County E-Builder to stay informed
through cassie@habitatlc.org.
Sign on today to www.AdvocateWithHabitat.org.
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A Look Back at

2009

Scenes From the Past Year

We had a great year in 2009 with 11 houses under construction. We’ll close out the year with happy families
dreaming of sugar plums in their new homes. The ReStore was a busy place all year with gifts of new pallet
racking and departmental fix-ups, including our new Front Porch Training Center. Lots of volunteers helped
at a number of fun events to raise funds for our program.

Thank you to everyone who volunteered and supported our work.
1. Shelah and Asa at Youth United Groundbreaking
2. Cubs player Sean Marshall at LEED house with raffle winner
3. Jessica holding Gianni with key at GreekBuild dedication
4. Concert at Green Town Garden for Building on Faith

5. Joplin’s Java Open Mic Night for Building on Faith
6. Even the kids help at Spring Gardening Together workday
7. Mighty stair crew strikes again
8. Front porch training center at ReStore

2.
1.

4.
3.

7.

5.

8.

6.
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A Look Forward to

READY, SET, GO . . . OR NOT?

As we look at our plans for 2010 we would like to have a block of houses going up.
We want your crews to be able to work this winter. Unfortunately we will soon have few crew
opportunities because we need funds for houses before we can build. We don’t want to dig holes
that end up as swimming pools because funds aren’t in place to continue building. We need
your financial help more than ever to start the four remaining houses at Carter Crossing.
We hope that you will please share your holiday spirit so we can build these last four houses.

We Have:
4 lots ready for permitting
12 partner families approved — doing sweat equity — and waiting for an address
3 construction leaders needing to work
3 AmeriCorps members willing to serve . . . and an army (and navy) of
volunteers calling every day to set up crew days

11th COURT
1654 11th Ct

1650 11th Ct

1646 11th Ct

1642 11th Ct

Sponsor

Building on Faith

?

New Trier

Youth United

We need:

$120,000

$120,000

$120,000

$120,000

We have:

$4,000

$0 grant
submitted

pledge

$3,000 &
$40,000 pledge

?

?

?

?

Your Gift:

Please help us continue building this winter.
Help make simple, decent housing a reality for more families.
Your donation will make a difference.
Thank you
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2010

Building on Faith

Everyone can “build” a house on a bulletin board as they
“purchase” windows, doors, shingles and the roof through
their financial support.

Inez Bell praises God every day for the
goodness of His people in blessing her
with her house through our Building on
Faith program. At her groundbreaking
she fell on her knees in prayer. Every
day she worked on her house, she wrote
a scripture passage on the bare wood
walls. When she received the call that
she could move in, she went to the
chapel of the hospital where she works
and “went on [her] face” in prayers of
thanksgiving for our God who is so awesome. Now she and her
family are surrounded by the love of God built by people of
faith. Thank YOU for all that your hands and feet have done
in His name.

Pray – Your congregation can pray for your “adopted family”
and for people in need of improved housing any time.
Advocate – Your members can send letters to government
officials stating that real solutions to the housing crisis
MUST be put in place so everyone has at least a simple,
decent, affordable place to live.
Build – Set up crews of two to 12 people to build on weekdays
or weekends.
Lunch or snack – Have your youth group or women’s group
bring lunch and tour the site (and sign your name on the
house with a blessing during the build or possibly as a
vacation Bible school trip).
Dedication – Your members can attend the dedication and
bless the house. Your youth group can collect used books for
the children as a move-in gift.

Many congregations send crews to build and many also send
donations. By joining Building Faith you can officially “adopt”
a family and a house. Here are some ways you can be involved:

Contact us now so your church, synagogue, mosque or temple can
live out your faith by building a Habitat house together with others
who believe in putting faith into action.
We have lots of materials available to help
you get started or to take your congregation
to the next level.

Groundbreaking – Bring the children and adults from
your congregation as we break ground on the house.
Visit to your congregation – Habitat will visit your
congregation during your worship service, adult Sunday
school or coffee hour with the partner family to share our
story with your members.

We welcome your contribution toward the
$120,000 needed for this house and we
welcome your congregation to be an
integral part of the Building on Faith
house. We are planning an April
groundbreaking.

Fundraising – Your members can express their faith while
raising funds for your “adopted family.” Your teens can do a
Shanty-town Sleep-Out, your men’s or women’s or seniors’
group can read a Habitat book to discuss over a lunch
fundraising event; your preschool group can collect change.

Carla and Jareline read the Bible at groundbreaking

Youth United –

Two Houses in 2010

Through the efforts of the amazing,
creative, passionate and wonderful young
people of our community we soon will
have TWO houses going up. Both New
Trier High School and the Youth United
Program are strong components of Habitat
for Humanity. Students learn about poverty
and housing needs and do something about it!
New Trier High School will build their
tenth house in 2010 as they celebrate a
decade of service with Habitat for
Humanity. They are raising $120,000
through their March carnival, community
outreach and other events. What an
amazing high school with an amazing
culture of service!
The Youth United house is sponsored by
an ever-growing number of schools and
youth groups from our community. They
include campus chapters from Northwestern
University, Lake Forest College, Trinity

International University, John Marshall
Law School and the Kellogg Graduate
School of Management. GreekBuild, a
partnership of the 39 fraternity and sorority
houses at Northwestern University,
committed to raising $40,000.
High school partners include: Grayslake
High School, Lake Forest High School,
Libertyville High School, Adlai E.
Stevenson High School, Mundelein High
School, Lake Zurich High School,
Warren Township High School, Lake
Forest Academy and Evanston Township
High School.
Isn’t it amazing what the young people in
our community can do? In the past 10
years our awesome young people built 14
houses! They are not fearful — they don’t
ask why they can’t get this done — they
just do it!
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Younger kids: Have a Habitat birthday
party and ask your friends to help build a
house or share your Christmas, Hanukkah
or tooth fairy money.
Youth centers, scout troops: Plan a
fundraising event to buy a toilet or a door,
then tour the site to deliver your donation.
Rotary, Kiwanis, Exchange Clubs: Make a
donation to support your local kids so they
can build.
Businesses: Provide matching funds
and mentor our youth — our leaders
of the future.
Don’t be left out. Call today. Youth United
needs YOU and your energy, your passion
and your insight.
Contact jdonovan@habitatlc.org or 847-623-1020.
Also visit www.habitatyouthprograms.org to
learn more about the hundreds of ways youth
can be involved.
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“My new basement rec room and kitchen floor look
fantastic just in time for Thanksgiving, thanks to
ReStore. I am so happy I could get just what
I wanted at such great prices, and help Habitat at
the same time!”
Cassie Bertke, ReStore customer

Your Car = Habitat House
The Cash for Clunkers program
is over but Habitat still welcomes
your clunker! Donate your car,
truck, boat, RV or motorcycle and
help local families have a decent place to call home. Your
donation is tax deductible. It’s quick and easy. Within
days of your call, your vehicle will be picked up and the
paperwork completed. This is an easy and great way to
help Habitat build homes! Call toll free: 1-877-277-HFHI
(4344) or visit www.carsforhomes.org.

Make Your New Year’s Resolutions GREEN,
SHOP at the Habitat ReStore OFTEN!

Tools

Location:
ReStore Hours:
Donations:

New cabinets

New windows

New sinks

3545 Grand Avenue, Gurnee (¼ mile east of Route 41 on the south side of Grand Avenue)
Tuesday – Friday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Saturday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Call 847-249-3160 or visit www.habitatlc.org/restore for drop-off info. We have limited pickup service.

Use our coupon and Tell a Friend for even more discounts! You’ll love our staff and you’ll love our stuff.

315 N. Martin Luther King Jr. Ave.
Waukegan, IL 60085
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Subscribe to the HFH
Lake County E-Builder
• Save paper, save money and go green – remove
your name from our print newsletter
• Subscribe to our E-Builder and receive our
news throughout the year
• Contact
cassie@habitatlc.org
TODAY!
362
Homes – 1,944
Lives

Celebrating 20 Years
1989-2009

91654

